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“Storytelling has probably existed for as long as we have had language. Its 
power can be seen everywhere – newspapers, fiction, Hollywood, the 
fables of pre-literate societies. Every subject under the sun has its 
stories: art has the tale of van Gogh’s ear; physics has Newton’s apple; stories: art has the tale of van Gogh’s ear; physics has Newton’s apple; 
biology has Darwin prodding Galapagos turtles; history has everything. 
And as all [teachers] know, stories as pedagogical tools never go out of 
fashion.”

JJ Wilson, 2010





What do the friends want to do?



What do they do?











How stories help:

• Make material more motivating and engaging
• Make teaching language more memorable• Make teaching language more memorable
• Allow students to respond more fully
• Make situations and language more real & 

natural





From Hollywood to ELT

• Who are the characters?
• What do they want?

Why do they want it?• Why do they want it?
• How do they go about getting it?
• What stops them?
• What are the consequences?













Elicit the story

• Who are the characters?
• What do they want?

Why do they want it?• Why do they want it?
• How do they go about getting it?
• What stops them?
• What are the consequences?













From diary to blog

• Stories evolve but remain constant





Tie to language goals

• Teachers will notice the past continuous, Students 
will notice the love intrigue and be focused on the 
story.story.





We are the stars of our own lives. We 
write the scripts.

Students are storytellers too• Students are storytellers too
• Enable guided opportunity
• Give them opportunity regularly









New Course for Scuola Media Italiana

• Your Space – Hobbs & Starr Keddle Cambridge 
University Press 2011



Useful links

• www.teachingenglish.org.uk
• www.learnenglish.org.uk

www.cambridge.org/elt• www.cambridge.org/elt
• www.cambridgeesol.it
• www.teachertrainingvideos.com



mtubby@cambridge.org

mtubby@cambridge.org


