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How many words tell a story?



Why story telling?

• Where did you tend to listen to stories? 
• What time of day was it, typically? 

Who told you or read you stories? • Who told you or read you stories? 
• How did you react to the stories? 



Now you are older…

• Have you read or told stories as a parent? 

What are your feelings in the parental role? • What are your feelings in the parental role? 



The power of story

• the relationship between the teller and the students 
• a uniquely powerful linguistic and psychological 

technique technique 
• use with people of virtually any age 
• use with people of any culture



Ways of telling stories…



Mixed language telling
andras

guy / man

Kipo

garden

Traiandafila

the roses

Yineka

wife

Parathiro

window

klidia

keys



Mixed language telling

• Great with kids (3-8)
• Interiorize language without realising

re-tell story many times gradually adding more • re-tell story many times gradually adding more 
words

• re-tell story completely in L2



Multi-voice storytelling

• Nominate (stronger) students to elaborate story
• Don’t tell the end – ask students to imagine and 

write down ending in groupswrite down ending in groups
• Can also be done as a sandwich story creative 

writing activity 



Two history, one fiction!

• Tell 3 anecdotes, of which 2 really happened and 
one is ficticious

• Sts decide which is ficticious• Sts decide which is ficticious
• Take a vote
• Follow-up: get sts to do the same in small groups



TPR

• Total Physical Response
• Sts associate target language with mime

















Sleeping Beauty









Film plot

• Brainstorm vocabulary eg. actors, director, special 
effects, camera, crew, extras etc.

• Sts put pictures in order• Sts put pictures in order
• Sts adds speech bubbles to storyboard
• Sts add director’s notes









Film plot – follow up

• Sts add at least another 5 frames to their 
storyboard

• Sts act out scenes• Sts act out scenes
• Sts put work on wall and they compare/judge the 

plots
• In groups sts create a new storyboard based on a 

film they have seen or on their imagination



Comic strips

• Motivating for teenagers
• Interactive software for use in multimedia labs
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