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Check-in desk

In this last Issue I thought to tell you about my plans for my next holiday and at the same time share with you my research to find out information on the places I am going to visit to arrive there well prepared.

Have a look at the photo. Where am I going to go? Yes, you got it! Stockholm and its huge archipelago. This is a trip I have been thinking about for a long time, but always postponed. 

After searching Great Britain for birth places, museums, theme parks about children’s authors and their books, a few years ago I started to visit other countries with the same aim. So during this summer holidays I am going to discover the places that gave inspiration for Pippi Longstocking and Astrid Lindgren’s other stories.
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Astrid Lindgren’s Masterpiece
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Pippi Longstocking, 1945

Stockholm Archipelago

With its 24,000 islands, the Stockholm archipelago is a unique place to spend time all year round.
On some islands, there are picturesque restaurants, hotels, youth hostels and country stores, while other islands have only natural harbors or are entirely deserted. There's plenty of variation, and a wealth of wildlife.
Many of the islands in the archipelago can be reached by boat from central Stockholm. 
Best sites

Information about Stockholm:
http://www.stockholmtown.com
http://www.archipelago.nu
Global visitors guide to Sweden:
http://www.sweden.gvg.org/start.asp
www.sweden.se 

Vaxholm:
http://www.vaxholm.se
Join a real speedy RIB-boat adventure:
http://www.allabla.se 

About Astrid Lindgren:

www.astridlindgrensworld.com 
www.rightlivelihood.se
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You'll have the chance to meet all the famous much-loved characters from her stories, including Pippi Longstocking, Emil in Lönneberga, Karlsson on the roof, Ronja the robber daughter and many more. And you won't just meet them - you can also relive several of the episodes in her books and listen to some of the delightful songs and ballads for which she wrote the words. A visit to Astrid Lindgren's World is fantastic fun, not only for the children but for the grown-ups too!
©Astrid Lindgrens Värld 
598 85 Vimmerby, Sweden
Tel +46-492-798 00, Fax +46-492-158 85
e-mail: info@alv.se 




Junibacken is a place full of stories, laughter and mischief. A building where children’s culture and Swedish children’s books literally come to life. Here you can play and romp, enjoy laughs and thrills, discover and learn. The main focus is on the wonderful stories of Astrid Lindgren, but you can also meet other famous characters such as Krakel Spektakel, and Festus & Mercury..

A FANTASTIC SUCCESS 
Junibacken was opened in June 1996 by the Swedish royal family and Astrid Lindgren herself. Ever since then we have attracted around 300,000 visitors every year and have quickly become a popular attraction both for Stockholmers and tourists from other parts of Sweden. 

WANDER THROUGH THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF SWEDISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS
From the revolving doors at the entrance you step straight into Storybook Square, where some of the most well-loved characters from children’s stories live. Here you can meet Elvis and Trolls, Alfie Atkins and a whole host of other favourites.

CLIMB ON BOARD THE STORY TRAIN
The Story Train leaves from Vimmerby station, taking you on a magical tour through the tales of Astrid Lindgren, a world of laughter and tears, fun and thrills. This fantastic journey has been created by Astrid Lindgren in conjunction with the illustrator Marit Törnqvist and a team of skilful craftsmen. 

GET UP TO MISCHIEF IN VILLEKULLA
Stepping off the Story Train you find yourself in Villekulla Cottage, the home of the strongest girl in the world. Pippi Longstocking. Here all the children can rush around, try on clothes, go on the helter-skelter, play in Pippi’s kitchen, play hopscotch, ride the horse and do lots of other fun things. All the while Pippi herself is asleep upstairs – with her feet on the pillow, of course!

SWEDEN’S BIGGEST CHILDREN’S BOOKSHOP
Junibacken also houses Sweden’s biggest and best-stocked children’s bookshop. Its 170 square meters contain a superb range of quality books for children, music tapes and CDs, CD-ROMs, videos, postcards, posters, soft toys and other exciting things from the world of storybooks.

EXHIBITIONS AT JUNIBACKEN - STIMULATING AND FUN
To maintain the element of fun and surprise at Junibacken the main exhibition changes every year. 

FROM DREAMS TO REALITY
The idea for Junibacken was conceived in 1988 by Staffan Götestam, the man who played big brother Jonathan in the film version of the Lionheart Brothers. Astrid Lindgren agreed to Staffan’s idea for an activity and cultural centre on one condition – that it would not simply be an Astrid Lindgren museum, but would accommodate characters from other children’s books. This is why today, alongside Pippi and Emil, we also meet well-known characters from the works of Sven Nordqvist, Lasse Åberg, Gunilla Bergström, Lena Anderson and others.


For futher information and press photographs, please call: 
Lena Törner on + 46 8 587 230 15 or
E-mail: lena.torner@junibacken.se 
Or visit our website: www.junibacken.se
Visit Moomin at Junibacken 

Junibacken will host Tove Jansson's Family Moomintroll throughout 2004. Experience Moomin Valley for yourself; take a slide down the Lonely Mountains; visit the round, cornflower-blue Moominhouse; play in Moominmamma's kitchen and Moominpappa's bedroom, and explore all the other rooms too. By the Endless Ocean, visit the bathhouse, see Moomin's little boat, discover Haffsårkestern, the family's large sloop that is anchored there, and practice your knots or play sailor. The works of Tove Jansson, a Finland-Swede, have been translated into 33 languages, and many of them are available in Junibacken's book store.
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"If I have brightened up one single sad childhood, then I have at least accomplished something in my life."
Astrid Lindgren
Astrid Lindgren was born on November 14, 1907 on a farm in the province of Småland in southern Sweden, but she has spent all her adult life in Stockholm, a factor which has been of great importance for her writing.

As a child, Astrid loved to read, particularly books which had girls as the heroine; among her favourites were Anne of Green Gables and the Pollyanna books. 

After attending public school, she moved to Stockholm and married Sture Lindgren. The Lindgrens had two children. She wrote her first story, "Britt-Mari Opens Her Heart" in 1944. Her second book, "Pippi Longstocking", which she wrote as a present for her daughter's tenth birthday, was published in 1945. She received the Raben & Sjogren's Best Children's Book prize for Pippi and became a book editor for that publisher for many years. Her husband Sture died in 1952.

Lindgren was never awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature; apparently her books were not "intellectual enough" for the Nobel Committee! In spite of this she received many other awards for her work, including the Hans Christian Andersen Award in 1958; the Lewis Carroll Shelf Award for Pippi Longstocking in 1973; and the International Book Award from UNESCO in 1993. Her publisher, Viking Press, received the Mildred Batchelder Award for her book, "Ronia, the Robber's Daughter", in 1984. She received other recognition including honorary doctorates from universities. Her favourite character, Pippi Longstocking, has been the star of movies as well. Columbia Pictures made the movie, "New Adventures of Pippi Longstocking in 1988". In 1996 she was honoured by the Swedish Post Office with her portrait on the stamp

Astrid Lindgren died in her home in Stockholm on 28th January 2002, at the age of 94. 

The adventures of Pippi Longstocking, Emil, Lotta and all their friends have inspired children throughout the world for all sorts of fun and games, and we will all miss Astrid Lindgren for her wonderful imagination and narrative talents. Astrid Lindgren will be remembered as the H.C. Andersen of our time.
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Many thanks to all of you – not many, actually – who have sent comments and ideas or who have just called or written to show their appreciation for the work. 

A special thank you to my old friends Gabriella and Luisa for their support and suggestions – Luisa, I went to Kepa Junkera’s concert  the other day and I really loved it!

I will be happy for any other messages you would like to send any time.
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