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Check-in desk

Dear Travellers,

In these days Spanish and British newspapers are putting an emphasis on the planned visit of Princess Ann of England to Gibraltar. The points of view are obviously very different. On the one hand the visit, planned for next week, is being stirred up in Spain as 'inopportune' and as likely to further cloud Anglo-Spanish relations over the Rock (a Spanish newspaper headline said: "Anne of England will travel to Gibraltar to celebrate 300 years of occupation."). On the other one a spokesman at Buckingham Palace confirmed that the Princess will visit the Rock in representation of the Queen to take part in the festivities of the tercentenary of the British presence following a formal invitation by the Gibraltarian authorities. The Spanish embassy in London says that British legality over the Rock stems from 1713, and what is being celebrated now is the military conquest of 1704.

This controversial anyway reminded me of my visit to Gibraltar, which is this issue Flight destination, that took place a few years ago and the perception I had of the contrasts typical of a border place. I still remember crossing the border (and walking through the airport runway) and finding myself in a sort of Oxford Street on the hill, with many of the shops I usually have a look at in London and with a lot of people speaking English but having also northern African and Andalusian features. I think it can be an interesting destination for holidays, taking advantage also of the opportunity to visit Andalucia and Morocco.

In the In-flight magazine you will find some curiosities and some more information.

Back
Departure lounge

Who are Gibraltarians? For a better understanding of the actual political and cultural context of Gibraltar, I wanted to find out about its history. I was surprised to learn that the majority of inhabitants in 1753 were Genoese!

“It is essential, however, to establish from the outset exactly who the people of Gibraltar are. When the Rock fell to an Anglo-Dutch force in 1704 during the War of the Spanish Succession, almost all its approximately 4000 Spanish inhabitants left for the neighbouring parts of Spain. Immigration from other Mediterranean regions then took place, with incomers from Malta, Genoa, and Portugal, among others, settling on the Rock. It was formally ceded by Spain to Britain under Article X of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. Eight years later a count of civilians able to bear arms was taken and this revealed that 45 were English, 96 were Spaniards and above 169 were Genoese. This Genoese element supplied a vital contribution towards what was to make a Gibraltarian. By 1753 the civilian population had grown to 1816 persons, the main elements in which were 597 Genoese, 575 Jews and 351 British inhabitants”.

(Taken from  http://www.gibraltar.gi/info/gibraltar_political_history.asp where you can find more information about Gibraltar and its history)

· To know more about latest news, visit Panorama Gibraltar’s online daily   http://www.panorama.gi/ 

· To know more about Gibraltar’s government, institutions and also cultural events visit the Information services of the Government of Gibraltar  http://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/ 

· Useful information for travelling and visiting Gibraltar can be found at http://www.gibraltar.gi                 the Gibraltar tourist information and the official Gibraltar country portal 
Back
Flight destination

THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR

	THE ROCK

When you first see the Rock of Gibraltar, whether it is from the air, from the sea or from either the Costa del Sol or the western end of the Bay, it is its impressive stature, towering isolated above the surrounding countryside, that causes the greatest impact. It has had this effect on people for many thousands of years. Gibraltar is a beacon which signals the position of the Strait of Gibraltar, the narrow neck which separates Europe from Africa and provides the only link between the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.

 Gibraltar, a lump of limestone, is so different from the surrounding countryside. It all has to do with events which took place long before any kind of human had appeared on the face of the earth. The first  thing to remember is that limestone is made up of millions of small shelled animals which have died and settled in the sea bed; slowly these shells harden and become rock. So another point to remember is that when you walk on the Rock you are stepping on an ancient sea bed!
 
For now it remains as a narrow peninsula stuck to the end of the Iberian Peninsula, linked to it by a narrow isthmus. This isthmus, covered by buildings and a runway, is sandy. You can still see this sand on the surface in places, often littered in marine shells from a more recent past when the sea separated Gibraltar from the rest. This would have last happened during the latest warm period of the glaciations, probably around 120 thousand years ago. Many still refer to Gibraltar as an island. Historically, biologically, even politically it has been an island even in recent times, but physically it is a peninsula.

For the person interested in natural history, whether it is on land or sea, Gibraltar is incredibly rich and full of surprises at any time of the year. It is a combination of geographical location, climate and a unique history, together with the preservation of areas of habitat, that has made it a tiny paradise for wildlife. 


THINGS TO SEE

 
	THE MOORISH CASTLE COMPLEX is made up of various buildings, gates, fortified walls and its most dominant features, The Tower of Homage and The Gate House. The former is an impressive sight, clearly visible to all visitors, not only because of its striking construction but also because of its dominant and strategic position. 
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	ST MICHAEL'S CAVE

St Michael's Cave has interested visitors to Gibraltar ever since the Romans. The Cathedral Cave was long believed to be bottomless, probably giving birth to the story that Gibraltar was linked to Africa by a subterranean passage over 15 miles (24 Km) long under the Straits of Gibraltar. The cave consists of an Upper Hall with 5 connecting passages and rocks between 40ft (12.2m) and 150ft (45.7m) to a smaller hall. Beyond this, a series of narrow halls leads to a further succession of chambers, reaching depths of some 250ft (62.5m) below the entrance.


	THE SIEGE TUNNELS
The labyrinth of tunnels inside the Rock of Gibraltar known as the Great Siege Tunnels is perhaps the most ingenious defence system devised by man.  At the end of the Great Siege in 1783, the defeated Commander of the French and Spanish troops, the Duc de Crillon, on being shown the fortifications that had led to the defeat of his troops commented, "These works are worthy of the Romans". This comment highlights the ingenuity of those men who against all odds endured the onslaught of the advancing forces and were still able to devise a unique system of defence which afforded them victory.




	BARBARY APES

At the Apes' Den (Queen's Gate) and in the area of the Great Siege Tunnels you have the rare opportunity to see semi-wild primates at close quarters. If you let them, the monkeys will be their captivating selves and show you aspects of their everyday lives. 
The Apes are a species of tailless monkeys called Barbary Macaques. These Macaques can be found in Morocco and Algeria, with those in Gibraltar being the only free-living monkeys in Europe today.
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	EUROPA POINT

Europa Point is the southernmost tip of Gibraltar, and the home of the lighthouse. This lighthouse is the most southerly of all Trinity House Lighthouses, being the only one outside the United Kingdom. It stands 49 metres above the High Water mark at the southernmost end of the Rock of Gibraltar. The foundation stone was laid by Governor Sir Alexander Woodford on the 26th April, 1838, with the assistance of the Masonic Order in Gibraltar and was opened on 1 August 1841, attracting over 2000 onlookers from the surrounding countryside. It was fully automated in February 1994 and its loom can be seen over a distance of 27 kilometres. 
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(taken from http://www.gibraltar.gi)
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INFORMATION & CURIOSITIES

Currency and Banking
The legal tender in Gibraltar is Gibraltar Government notes and coinage, though UK notes and coins are equally welcome. Gibraltar Government notes and coins are on a par with Sterling. Most shops accept Euros and many USD. There is no restriction as to how much currency you can bring into Gibraltar. 
There is a full range of international banks, including several UK institutions. Banks are generally open from 9am to 3.30pm on weekdays. Credit cards and travellers cheques are widely accepted.

NB. Do not take any Gibraltar currency back home with you, it is not considered legal tender and the exchange rates are absolutely terrible, if you actually find somewhere wishing to exchange the notes! 

	


	Philately
On the 1st January 1886 the Colonial Government of Gibraltar assumed control of its Postal Services, but at such short notice that it was unable to have stamps designed and printed on time. As an interim measure, the Crown Agents arranged to have the Bermuda plates overprinted "Gibraltar", using different colours. Prior to this date UK stamps had been used for the pre-payment of postage and a distinctive Gibraltar postmark was used. Originally, the stamps bore their values in pesetas which was the currency used at that time in Gibraltar. After 1898 and until 1971 the stamps bore the values in £ s d , and later in £ p. The local Philatelic Bureau provides a subscription service for those who wish to find out more about Gibraltar through the popular hobby of stamp collecting. Alternatively, orders for mint stamps etc. are accepted by the Bureau subject to the current availability of stocks. For further information please contact the Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau, P.O. Box 5662 Gibraltar, Tel: 75662 Fax: 72476 or visit their website at www.gibraltar-stamps.com



	Gibraltar Airport

There are daily flights to Gibraltar from London's major airports - Gatwick, Heathrow and Luton. The Gibraltar airport is only 10 mins walking distance from the city centre, in fact Gibraltar holds a Guinness World Record for having a public airport closest to the city centre. The airport is serviced by British Airways and Monarch Crown Service.
	


Electricity
Electrical power and sockets are the same as those in the United Kingdom i.e. 220/240 AC 3 flat pin plugs. 

Looking for Gibraltar News?

Subscribe to Gibraltar News. The monthly News letter contains up to date news covering all aspects of life in Gibraltar from politics to where to eat out. On top of that the News will also give you the best deals for travel and plenty more besides.  http://www.gibraltar-newsletter.co.uk/


(taken from http://www.gibraltar.gi)
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THE DOLPHINS


The Bay and Straits of Gibraltar, with their large population of Whales and Dolphins, are unique in being situated in a major tourist area accessible to most Western Europeans. Turn your holiday into an adventure with the Wild Dolphins of Gibraltar.














