[image: image3.png]















IDEAS, SITES, BOOKS, FILMS, MUSIC, …





[image: image4.png]













[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]









DEPARTURE LOUNGE
WELCOME LINES










MAIN TOPIC







CHECK-IN DESK







FLIGHT DESTINATION

    TRAVELLING.ONAIR






ARRIVALS








IN-FLIGHT MAGAZINE

FEEDBACK, QUESTIONS, TIPS, …








QUOTATIONS, BITS & PIECES, …

Check-in desk

Dear Travellers,

Do you like celtic music? In this new Issue we are going to discover the celtic sounds and the most famous groups.

The term 'celtic music' is a very broad one; it covers the traditional music of the celtic countries - Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany (in France), Galicia (in Spain) and areas which have come under their influence, such as the US and the maritime provinces of Canada, as well as some newer music based on the tradition from these countries. 

The term is sometimes controversial. The Celts as an identifiable race are long gone, there are strong differences between traditional music in the different countries, and many of the similarities are due to more recent influences. In general, the strongest connections are between Irish and Scottish tradition.

Are you ready to sing altogether? 
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· To find more information about celtic music and musicians try: www.ceolas.org  and www.itma.ie



Here’s a choice of Celtic musicians from Ireland
Altan 

Tremendously popular traditional group from Co. Donegal in Ireland. 

Anúna 

Irish instrumental/choral group specialising in medieval celtic music. 

Bothy Band 

One of the greatest ever Irish trad groups, from the seventies. 

Boys of the Lough 

Long-running group with members from many celtic regions. 

Mary Black 

From trad. to pop, one of Ireland's top vocalists

Turlough O'Carolan 

Irish composer and harpist of the eighteenth century, his music is extremely popular today. 

Chieftains 

Most famous of Irish traditional groups. 

Clannad 

Irish traditional group by Don Grimm and Jim McCauley 

Sinead O'Connor 

Controversial Irish pop singer, with some traditional leanings. 

The Corrs 

Tremendously popular Irish family traditional/pop group 





Danú 

An impressive new Irish traditional group based in Waterford. 



Déanta 

Hauntingly beautiful sound from a young Irish group. 

Dervish 

Fan site for the Sligo-based Irish traditional group. 

Dubliners 

Legendary ballad group from Dublin. 

Four Men and a Dog 

Energetic and irreverent folk group from Northern Ireland. 

Kila 

Trad meets the dance scene... Highly popular young Irish band. 

Donal Lunny 

A major force in Irish music, from his days with Planxty to his recent work as producer. 

Christy Moore 

Famed Irish folk singer

Neili go Deazz 

Innovative Irish flute/bodhran/song duo. 

The Pogues 

The late, the great, the band that brought punk and Irish music together in an inexplicable but tremendously successful sound. 

And a choice of Celtic musicians from Scotland    [image: image1.png]



Battlefield Band 

Official site of one of Scotland's most popular long-running traditional groups. 

Boys of the Lough 

Long-running group with members from many celtic regions. 

Capercaillie 

A highly successful popular Scottish group playing modern arrangements of trad music. 

Ceolbeg 

Innovative Scottish traditional group. 

The Poozies 

Eclectic Scottish foursome, playing everything from harps to accordions. 

Rock, Salt & Nails 

Contemporary folk group from the Scottish Shetland Islands, courtesy of Graham Collins. 

Shoognlenifty 

one of Scotland's top celtic/rock groups. 

Tabache 

Young Scottish traditional duo. 

Tannahill Weavers 

Famous Scottish ensemble. 
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WHAT IS IRISH TRADITIONAL MUSIC ? 


'Irish traditional music' is best understood as a very broad term that includes many different types of singing and instrumental music, music of many periods, as performed by Irish people in Ireland or outside it, and occasionally nowadays by people of other nationalities. 

The different types however do have in common an essentially 'oral' character, that is, they belong to a tradition of popular music in which song and instrumental music is created and transmitted in performance and carried and preserved in the memory, a tradition which is essentially independent of writing and print. The necessity of being widely understood and appreciated and the nature of human memory govern the structures of the music and its patterns of variation and repetition. 

It is impossible to give a simple definition of the term. Different people use it to mean different things. 

Irish traditional music does however have some generally agreed characteristics which help define it:

· It is music of a living popular tradition. While it incorporates a large body of material inherited from the past, it is constantly changing.

· Being oral music, versions of songs and tunes proliferate, and the same melody can be found in different metres. 

· It is European music. In structure, rhythmic pattern, pitch arrangement, thematic content of songs, etc., it most closely resembles the traditional music of Western Europe.

· It is handed down from one generation to the next, or passed from one performer to another, more by example than by formal teaching. 

· Repertories and styles have originally evolved in given regions, but natural processes of diffusion and especially the modern communications media have spread them more widely. 

· It is music of rural more than urban origins, a reflection of earlier population distribution. 

· Singing is normally unaccompanied. Unison singing, in duet especially, is heard. Instruments are played in unison in combinations of any number. 

· It is played in the home, in the public house and at other social gatherings - parties, weddings, dances, festivals - and latterly at concerts, and on radio, television and record. 

· Songs are performed in Irish and English, but those in English, the more recent, are the more widespread. Songs can be quick or slow, strict or relaxed in rhythm. 

· The bulk of the instrumental music played is fast isometric dance music - jigs, reels and hornpipes for the most part. String, wind, and free-reed melody instruments predominate - especially fiddle, whistle, flute, uilleann pipes, concertina and accordion - and percussion instruments are of minor importance. 
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 Where does celtic music come from?

Historically the celtic races covered much of Europe, but their last strongholds were in the west, where their traces still linger in language and other aspects of culture. There are two major groupings. Scotland and Ireland comprise the Gaelic region, with similar languages and some very similar musical styles, while Wales (in the west of Britain), Cornwall (in the southwest of England) and Brittany (the northwest of France) form another grouping. There are also celtic influences in the regions of Galicia and Asturias, in Spain, and perhaps in Portugal as well. 

     Where did it go to?
Celtic music has travelled far from these starting points. The massive migrations of Irish after the famine, and Scottish after the highland clearances brought the music to the US and Canada. Big cities such as New York, Boston and Chicago have a vibrant traditional music culture. Most famous of all, the island of Cape Breton, in Nova Scotia, was settled by Scots emigrants and kept a very strong musical tradition, so much so that many Scottish musicians are now relearning old styles from their Canadian cousins
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