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Check-in desk

Dear Travellers,

Last weekend Madrid, the place where I live, has been the minor protagonist of the Royal Wedding. Let’s say minor, as the protagonists were the “new” Prince and Princess of Asturias, but for many Madrilians the city was the most evident sign of such an event, with its new lights, decorations and flowers.  

As the last time I made reference to Madrid was in Issue 3, on the occasion of the tragic bomb attacks in the trains, this time I want to show you Madrid’s new look, especially designed for the Royal Wedding.

The flight destination will take you around Madrid through 4 photographs which show the lights effects on some monuments.

In the In-flight magazine I want to tell you about El Bosque de los Ausentes, which is the Madrilian way to say that, even celebrating the 22-M, we cannot forget the 11-M!

Back
Departure lounge

· To find out about the Royal Wedding:



www.casareal.es/boda/enlace/enlace.html
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· For finding out more about Madrid or organising a visit:

www.thingstodo-madrid.com
www.munimadrid.es (website of the municipality of Madrid)

www.multimadrid.com 

Museo Del Prado
http://museoprado.mcu.es 

Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza 
http://www.museothyssen.org 

Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia 
http://museoreinasofia.mcu.es
Back
Flight destination

LIGHTS OF MADRID
CIBELES FOUNTAIN AND CENTRAL POST OFFICE
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An 18th century fountain in honor of Cibeles, the Greek goddess of fertility, we see her riding in a chariot drawn by lions. The children playing in the waters behind the chariot were added later.

Cibeles fountain is one of the main symbols of Madrid (visible as an emblem in many places) and a favourite of all city. During the siege of Madrid in the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) the fountain was protected by a wall of sandbags so no harm would come to the goddess and her chariot. In today's modern Madrid metropolis, it is a gathering place for Real Madrid soccer club fans after they win  important games. While climbing on the statue is not allowed and police presence is huge during such reunions, there are always those who try to take the plunge!

The amazing building that you see behind the Cibeles Fountain is the Central Post Office of Madrid. 

NEPTUNE FOUNTAIN
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The fountain was designed by Ventura Rodríguez (he also designed the Fuente de la Cibeles) and sculpted by Juan de Mena.  

  

In this work we see Neptune, the god of the sea (AKA Poseidon), standing proudly on a shell-shaped chariot being pulled by sea-horses. Neptune created the horse during his struggle with Minerva to rule Athens. Jupiter proclaimed that the one who created the most useful object for use by mankind would be given reign over the city. Minerva then created the olive tree (symbol of peace & the exact opposite of the horse, symbol of war) and hence she was declared ruler of Athens over Neptune. 

Standing tall and wielding his trident, Neptune took up residence in the Plaza de Canovas de Castillo in 1780 after being commissioned by King Carlos III. 
PUERTA DE ALCALA’
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Though the official name is Plaza de la Independencia, this square is often referred to as Puerta de Alcalá after the big three-arched city gate in the middle of the traffic roundabout.  

The Puerta de Alcalá was originally constructed in 1599 to welcome Doña Margarita de Austria (wife of King Felipe III) to Madrid. In 1764 Carlos III decided to construct a new gate that was worthy of his greatness. Projects were presented by renowned architects such as José de Hermosilla, Ventura Rodríguez and Francesco Sabatini but in the end, the King gave the job to the Italian Architect Sabatini who in his opinion had presented the best project. The gate used to serve as the entrance to Madrid from the "Camino de Aragón" ("Road to Aragón"). The Puerta de Alcalá that we know today was completed in 1769 and it quickly became one of the most important symbol of Madrid. 

PRADO MUSEUM
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One of the most extensive and impressive art galleries in the world, Madrid's Prado Museum is a must see for anyone visiting the city. The museum represents nearly two centuries of history and is one of the most visited and treasured in the world.

The first actual attempt to create a museum in Madrid was  made by King Joseph Bonapart just after the construction of the world famous Louvre Museum in France but the project was nipped in the bud in 1809 and the first brick was not even laid. 

King Ferdinand VII finally brought the project to a mature stage at the ongoing  requests of The Royal Academy of Fine Arts. What is today known as the Prado Museum was inaugurated in 1819 as the Royal Museum of Art and Sculpture. Prado Museum is a vibrant and beautiful building that houses permanent as well as special visiting collections and exhibits.

(texts taken from www.multimadrid.com)
Back
In-flight magazine

“Forever in our memory” , a tribute to the victim of 11-M
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“They are not with us anymore. Their lives, the life of 192 people, finished in the tragic morning of 11 March. But on 22 May they were all there, in the heart of thousands and thousands of Madrilians and tourists who went to see the Prince and Princess of Asturias when passing through the  Bosque de los Ausentes, The Wood of Missings. This place, in the area of the Atocha station in memory of the 11-M bomb attacks, in the middle of the Atocha roundabout, is an artificial wood made of 192 small cypresses and olive trees, one for each of the victims. Because Madrid will never forget.”

(adapted from ABC-23 May 2004)

Back
Arrivals

After Issue 12 Noemi received the following message:

· Me gustaría comentar una breve experiencia en castellano, por si la quieres incorporar.
Cuando viajé por Jordania me manejaba en inglés para comunicarme la mayor parte de las veces, pero había aprendido algunas palabras en árabe que podían hacerme falta. ¡Nunca se sabe! Un día cogí un autobús repleto de personas para trasladarme de una ciudad a otra y una mujer que iba sentada me hizo sitio para sentarme a su lado. Yo le dije en su lengua "sucran", "gracias" y ella me lo repitió con la pronunciación correcta. Era profesora de inglés en la escuela primaria así que continuó conversando conmigo e incluso me invitó a comer en su casa con su familia y ¡todo por haberme aproximado ligeramente a su lengua y a su cultura! ¡Qué útil y qué grato me resultó el esfuerzo!

Luisa
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