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Check-in desk

Dear Travellers,

Summer is approaching and it seems to be even closer here in Central Spain! 

Have you already planned your summer travelling? I still have to make up my mind; in the meantime I have taken a trip on the web to find out more about countries and languages. Yes, also about languages because I don’t like the feeling of not being able to say yes or no or to ask for the nearest bus stop.
Both the Flight destination and the In-flight magazine will take you to discover some language survival websites, in which you can learn basic sentences and vocabulary in the target language and also some information about cultural issues.

Back
Departure lounge

Do you want to find out about a country? 

Visit http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm and select the country you want to find out about. 

For each country you will find an instant guide to their history, politics and economics. They also include audio and video clips from the BBC archives.

We think it is an interesting opportunity for a virtual visit to a country!  

Back
Flight destination

Staying in a country and not being able to even say thank you in the country language/s can be a frustrating experience. Sometimes the problem can be overcome simply by rehearsing a few basic sentences and some lexis before the visit.

We have selected for you some sections from the BBC website which we found very useful to learn survival sentences and also to share experiences with other people.

If you want to learn some basic words and sentences, check Quick Fix   Essential holiday phrases
at http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/other/quickfix/ 
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Where are you going? Learn a bit of the lingo! 

	Albanian
Belarusian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Croatian
Czech 
	Danish
Dutch
Estonian
Finnish
Flemish
French
	German
Greek
Hungarian
Icelandic
Italian
Latvian
	Lithuanian
Luxembourgish
Macedonian
Moldovan
Norwegian
Polish
	Portuguese
Romanian
Russian
Serbian
Slovak
Slovene
	Spanish
Swedish
Turkish
Ukrainian


You can also practice the pronunciation by clicking on the icon!

Lost for words  Share your holiday language experience 


Learning a language is all about diving in and having a go. But sometimes our attempts to impress the locals don't go according to plan, as shown in the examples provided. 

At  http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/community/lost_words/other_3.shtml  you will find many more. You can also tell your holiday language adventures by completing the form provided on line.

	
	Dry the monkey 
The French for monkey is un singe, the French for laundry is le linge and tumble dryer is un sèche-linge. Maybe you're ahead of me already! 


	 
	I had an architect into my kitchen in France. I just had the word singe stuck in my head and I wanted to say to him: "This is where we are going to put the tumble dryer", but it came out as: C'est ici qu'on va mettre le sèche-singe, this is where we are going to put the monkey dryer! The architect tried to keep a straight face but couldn't stop himself and then I realised what I'd said. You can imagine what an idiot I felt. 
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	Cheeky chicken!
When I first moved to Greece, my knowledge of Greek was what I had picked up in the "street." So when I began to venture into the supermarkets to shop on my own, I ordered a kilo of kotopoulo vizakia, or what I thought was a kilo of 'chicken breast'. The butcher laughed so hard he called his friend over and asked me to repeat my request. Imagine my embarrassment when I learned that I had ordered a kilo of 'chicken tits'! 

Editor's note: What Kelly should have said is kotopoulo stithos. 
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	Sudden inspiration
Some years ago, after having been in Rome for some weeks, I thought I was getting good at Italian. 


	 
	While doing some shopping at a grocers I meant to say, what I had heard many times before, prego, meaning "you're welcome, certainly". However I ended up saying, preghiamo, which I too heard every day, but at Mass. At first I got a smile from the shopkeeper, then he and other customers nearby started laughing. I did too, a few seconds later, when I realised my mistake. What I said was "let us pray"! 

Editor's note: Find more essential Italian words in our online course for beginners Italian Steps. 
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	I like you a lot
While I was living in Mexico, I met a British guy who was learning Spanish. He didn't speak any of the language before he arrived there, so he was picking everything up as he went along, beginning with the phrases in his guidebook. 


	 
	Problem was that he didn't always carry it with him. So, he told me about how, for the first two months that he was there, he would always say me gustas mucho whenever he met anyone. People would always look at him strangely - he was actually saying 'I like you a lot' rather than mucho gusto which means 'a great pleasure (to have met you)' ... 

Editor's note: Find more essential Spanish words and phrases in our online course for beginners Spanish Steps. 
	 



Word oddities  

When learning languages, have you ever come across any funny tongue-twisters, weird phrases, funny sayings, beautiful words, fascinating language facts or anything that made you smile or wonder?

At http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/community/fun/entry_12.shtml you can find out about them and also let the other know some word oddities you’ve come across, doesn’t matter what language.
 

	 
	Empty orchestra
Everyone knows and uses the Japanese loan word karaoke, probably without realising what interesting development it took. Kara means "empty, void" and okesutora - short oke - means "orchestra" and is an English loan word in the Japanese language. 
So karaoke is a kind of double and reversed borrowed English-Japanese loan word, actually meaning "empty orchestra"! 
	 


	 
	You always meet twice
My favourite drinking toast in Russian is Pod stolom uvidimsja, we'll meet again under the table. Which is exactly where you find yourself after too much vodka.   
	 


	Explicit advertising
A Swedish friend of mine came to visit me in Germany. She was quite shocked when she saw a number of shop signs saying Knüller, meaning sensation. Apparently there's a very similar word in Swedish which literally means "having it off". 
	 


Back
In-flight magazine

At  http://www.kcl.ac.uk/depsta/mlc/olc/bookmarks.html 




you will find several useful links to learn more about languages and cultures in the Language Resources.

The links are organised by language: 

	 
	 
	 

	Arabic
	German
	Mandarin

	Catalan
	Greek
	Polish

	English
	Italian
	Portuguese

	French
	Japanese
	Russian

	Spanish
	 
	 


or by country:
	Europe
	North America
	Central America
	South America

	Austria
	Mexico
	Costa Rica
	Argentina

	Catalonia
	USA
	Cuba
	Bolivia

	France
	 
	El Salvador
	Brasil

	Germany
	 
	Guatemala
	Chile

	Greece
	 
	Honduras
	Colombia

	Italy
	 
	Nicaragua
	Ecuador

	Portugal
	 
	Panama
	Paraguay

	Spain
	 
	Puerto Rica
	Peru

	Switzerland
	 
	 
	Uruguay

	 
	 
	 
	Venezuela


Back
Arrivals

Do you have some language holiday experience that you would like to share with us? It can be funny and relieving at the same time!

As far as I am concerned, living abroad I experiment it very often but I suppose many of you already know the meaning of the false friends  “burro” or “embarazada” between Italian and Spanish!

By the way, after Issue 11 Noemi received the following messages:

· Gracias por dedicarme el último número de la lista. Ha quedado muy bien la información de las distintas bibliotecas.
Luisa

· Il numero sulle biblioteche era molto interessante anche se non proprio leggero, ma forse ero stanca. Domani lo rileggo.

Chun

Back









