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Check-in desk

Hoppy Easter!

It’s not a lapsus keyboardii (see Lessico&Nuvole by Stefano Bartezzaghi, Il Venerdì di Repubblica n. 837), I really wanted to wish you a HOPPY EASTER, Bunny’s way.

Easter is a time of springtime festivals. In Christian countries Easter is celebrated as the religious holiday commemorating the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the son of God. But the celebrations of Easter have many customs and legends that are pagan in origin and have nothing to do with Christianity. 

Traditions associated with the festival survive in the Easter rabbit, a symbol of fertility, and in coloured Easter eggs, originally painted with bright colours to represent the sunlight of spring.  
Have you ever sent a Happy Easter card? If not, in this issue you’ll find where to look for one on the Internet. You can even send one to us!
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· A Tip for Teachers

“Easter is a big holiday in Italy...it's usually the first vacation from work that my adult students have after Christmas, so people are really ready for it and can use a fun lesson.


After a quick (really quick!) discussion of Easter traditions, I do an Easter Egg Hunt. I give students a list of clues that lead them to chocolate Easter eggs hidden in the classrooms- my classes are in the evening, so there are only the other teachers and myself and we can monitor the action quite easily.
Clues can include directions--turn left, right, etc., references to things that have happened thus far in class (last year the photocopier erupted on me, so I included the clue "Look behind the machine your teacher can't stand."), instructions to ask other teachers, and a phone number to call-- if you are comfortable with it, use your cellphone number-- to receive clues left on voicemail.


Grade it up or down depending on the level, split into teams if you have a lot of students, and have fun...the winner shares the eggs only if they're feeling generous”.


Judi in Asti (from Dave’s ESL Café)

· Here are two of the best websites on Easter
www.holidays.net/easter


www.easterbunnys.net


· Easter JOKES (
Is it true that bunnies have good eyesight? Well you never see a bunny wearing glasses, do you? 

What is the difference between a crazy bunny and a counterfeit banknote? One is bad money and the other is a mad bunny! 

Why did the Easter egg hide? He was a little chicken! 

Why did a fellow rabbit say that the Easter Bunny was self-centered? Because he was eggo-centric! 

Why is a bunny the luckiest animal in the world? It has four rabbits' feet 

What did the bunny want to do when he grew up? Join the Hare Force. 

How do you make a rabbit stew? Make it wait for three hours! 

What did the grey rabbit say to the blue rabbit? Cheer up! 

What do you get when you pour hot water down a rabbit hole? A hot cross bunny. 

How do you post a bunny? Hare mail 

How does the Easter Bunny say Happy Easter? Hoppy Easter 
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Easter Bunny History


The Easter bunny has its origin in pre-Christian fertility lore. The Hare and the Rabbit were the most fertile animals known and they served as symbols of the new life during the Spring season. 

The bunny as an Easter symbol seems to have it's origins in Germany, where it was first mentioned in German writings in the 1500s. The first edible Easter bunnies were made in Germany during the early 1800s. These were made of pastry and sugar. 

The Easter bunny was introduced to American folklore by the German settlers who arrived in the Pennsylvania Dutch country during the 1700s. The arrival of the "Oschter Haws" was considered "childhood's greatest pleasure" next to a visit from Christ-Kindel on Christmas Eve. The children believed that if they were good the "Oschter Haws" would lay a nest of coloured eggs. 

The children would build their nest in a secluded place in the home, the barn or the garden. Boys would use their caps and girls their bonnets to make the nests. The use of elaborate Easter baskets would come later as the tradition of the Easter bunny spread throughout the country. 
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Easter Eggs 

Of all the symbols associated with Easter the egg, the symbol of fertility and new life, is the most identifiable. The customs and traditions of using eggs have been associated with Easter for centuries. 

Originally Easter eggs were painted with bright colours to represent the sunlight of spring and were used in Easter-egg rolling contests or given as gifts. After they were coloured and etched with various designs the eggs were exchanged by lovers and romantic admirers, much the same as Valentines. In Medieval time eggs were traditionally given at Easter to the servants. In Germany eggs were given to children along with other Easter gifts. 

Different cultures have developed their own ways of decorating Easter eggs. Crimson eggs, to honor the blood of Christ, are exchanged in Greece. In parts of Germany and Austria green eggs are used on Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday). Slavic peoples decorate their eggs in special patterns of gold and silver. 

In Germany and other countries eggs used for cooking where not broken, but the contents were removed by piercing the end of each egg with a needle and blowing the contents into a bowl. The hollow eggs were died and hung from shrubs and trees during the Easter Week. 

For thousands of years, people thought of eggs as the symbols of new life. People also thought that the Earth itself hatched from a huge egg. So that is why the egg was chosen as the symbol of the resurrection. 

Long before Jesus, people used to give each other eggs as presents. These eggs were dyed or painted in fancy colours and designs. 

Easter Egg Games

Eggs play an important part in Easter sports. The Romans celebrated the Easter season by running races on an oval track and giving eggs as prizes. Two traditional Easter egg games are the Easter Egg Hunt and the Easter Egg Roll. 

On Easter morning the children of the house join in a search to locate the eggs that the Easter Bunny hid while they were asleep. The searching might continue outside the house with the older children helping the youngest. Sometimes prizes of candy are awaiting the child finding the most eggs. 

The rules of an Easter Egg Roll are to see who can roll an egg the greatest distance or can make the roll without breaking it, usually down a grassy hillside or slope.
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Here Comes Peter Cottontail

Here comes Peter Cottontail
Hoppin' down the bunny trail,
Hippity hoppity,
Easter's on its way










Bringin' ev'ry girl and boy
A basketful of Easter joy
Things to make your Easter
Bright and gay

He's got jelly beans for Tommy
Colored eggs for sister Sue
There's an orchid for your mommy
And an Easter bonnet too. Oh!

Here' comes Peter Cottontail
Hoppin' down the bunny trail
Hippity hoppity
Happy Easter Day

Look at him hop and listen to him say,
"Try to do the things you should"
Maybe if you're extra good
He'll roll lots of Easter eggs your way

You'll wake up on Easter morning
And you'll know that he was there
When you find those choc'late bunnies 

That he's hiding ev’rywhere, Oh!

Here' comes Peter Cottontail
Hoppin' down the bunny trail
Hippity hoppity
Happy Easter Day.

Traditional Easter Recipe

Hot Cross Buns 

The Ingredients you will need to make this are: 

30 grams yeast
1 1/2 cups milk
60 grams butter
1 egg, neaten
5 cups plain flour
1 tablespoon salt
1/2 cup sugar
1 teaspoon mixed spice
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
60 grams sultanas
60 grams currants
30 grams mixed peel 

1. Mix all dry ingredients with half the flour in a large bowl. 

2. Heat butter, milk and beaten egg until lukewarm. 

3. Add liquids to dry mixture and beat 2 minutes. 

4. Stir in remainder of flour until soft. 

5. Knead on slightly floured board. 

6. Cover dough in bowl with cloth and let rise for 30-40 minutes. 

7. Punch dough down and divide into 24 buns and place on greased tray and allow to rise again. 

8. Bake in moderate oven for 20 minutes. 

9. Put on wire rack to cool. 

10. Mix a little milk with 1/2 cup icing sugar, then brush on buns to make crosses. 

Hot-cross buns are traditional to many English-speaking countries. Originating in Britain.
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· Hello Noemi,


Your Issue 5 on Weblish was great and my students really loved it! We had a competition in the class and they solved your riddle: 


Hi to you! What are you doing later today? 


Do you want to do anything with us? or maybe tomorrow? 


Text us back! 


See you.
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