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Things Children Say
“I do not like how people think that everything will last 

forever.”

“The fact the no one recycles anything and the world is 
just becoming one rubbish tip. When people recycle it 
gets taken to a special factory which turns it into 
something else.”

“They should not leave litter and rubbish on the floor. 
They should not waste too much fuel driving around. 
Everyone should recycle their stuff.”

“My area usually has fresh air in the morning but lately it 
smells of car fumes and truck fumes.”

“There are hardly any flowers or environment around as 
there is mainly litter which is spoiling our town and 
area.”



The Need

There is a singular need to educate children 

and young people for sustainable 

development and enable them to develop 

positive sustainable behaviours from a 

young age

Parmjit Dhanda MP

Under secretary of state for children young people and families.  



Facts

• Schools account for 15% of carbon emissions in the UK.

• In the UK we recycle just one fifth of our waste.

• Food production, packaging and transport accounts for 
nearly one third of our climate impacts.

• In 2006 the average UK citizen made 625 journeys by 
car and only 15 by bicycle.

• Global fresh water use has more than tripled Since 1950 
one billion people now lack access to clean drinking 
water. 2.6 billion lack adequate sanitation.   



Strategy for Schools

“Schools are there to give children the knowledge 
and skills to become active members of society. 
Many children are rightly worried about climate 
change, global poverty and the impact of our 
lifestyles. Schools can demonstrate ways of 
living that are models of good practice for 
children and their communities. They can build 
sustainable development into the learning 
experience of every child to encourage 
innovation and improvement.” 

Alan Johnson, 2006



The British Framework

• Developed 2003-2006

• Consultation of communities, schools, 

children.

• Aimed to send a clear message

• Eight areas

• Doorways

This was to be the means by which we build 

sustainable schools. 



The Food and Drink Doorway
Recommendations  

Schools to be model 

suppliers of healthy, 

local foods. 

Opportunity 

Unhealthy diet, obesity, 

poor pupil concentration. 

Healthy, ethically 

sourced food can offer 

nutritional benefits and 

protect the environment. 



The Energy and Water Doorway
Recommendations  

Schools to be models of 

energy, efficiency and 

water conservation. 

Showcasing the use of 

solar and wind energy.

Harvesting rain water.  

Opportunity 

Rising demand for 

energy and water is 

creating problems. 

Conservation can tackle 

this problem. 



The Buildings and Grounds 

Doorway
Recommendations  

Schools develop green 

building technologies, 

furnishings and 

equipment when 

opportunities arise. Use 

of grounds to develop 

learning about the 

natural world.     

Opportunity 

Design and 

management of a site 

affects environmental 

performance. A rich 

resource for learning and 

play benefiting pupils 

well- being and 

behaviour.  



Inclusion and Participation 

Doorway

Recommendations  

We would like all schools 

to be models of social 

inclusion, enabling all 

pupils to participate fully 

in school life while 

instilling a long- lasting 

respect for human rights, 

freedoms, cultures and 

creative expressions.  

Opportunity 

Schools can promote 

community cohesion by 

providing an inclusive, 

welcoming atmosphere 

that values everyone’s 

participation and 

contributions. They can 

challenge prejudice and 

injustice in all its forms.



Travel and Traffic Doorway
Recommendations  

We would like all schools 

to be models of 

sustainable travel, where 

vehicles are used only 

when absolutely 

necessary and where 

there are exemplary 

facilities for healthier, 

less polluting or less 

dangerous models of 

transport. 

Opportunity 

Rising vehicles use adds 

to congestion, road 

accidents and pollution, 

including carbon 

emissions. Car sharing 

and public transportation 

help to ease these 

concerns, while walking 

and cycling also boost 

fitness and well- being. 



Purchasing and Waste Doorway
Recommendations  

We would like all schools 

to be models of 

sustainable 

procurement, using 

goods and services of 

high environmental and 

ethical standards from 

local sources where 

practicable, and 

increasing value for 

money by reusing, 

repairing and recycling 

as many goods as 

possible. 

Opportunity 

Waste, and the throw-

away culture that 

encourages it, can be 

addressed through 

sustainable 

consumption. Schools 

can reduce costs and 

support markets for 

ethical goods and 

services at the same 

time. 



Local Well- Being Doorway
Recommendations  

We would like all schools 

to be models of good 

corporate citizenship 

within their local area, 

enriching their 

educational mission with 

activities that improve 

the environment and 

quality of life of local 

people. 

Opportunity 

With their central 

locations, facilities and 

extensive networks, 

schools can act as hubs 

of learning and change 

in their communities. 

Problems on their 

doorstep offer relevant 

and engaging 

opportunities for pupils 

to learn and a means of 

strengthening local 

relationships. 



Global Dimension Doorway
Recommendations  

We would like all schools 

to be models of good 

global citizenship, 

enriching their 

educational mission with 

activities that improve 

the lives of people living 

in the other parts of the 

world. 

Opportunity 

Growing 

interdependence 

between countries 

changes the way we 

view the world, including 

our own culture. Schools 

can respond by 

developing a 

responsible, international 

outlook among their 

pupils, based on an 

appreciation of the 

impact of their personal 

values and behaviours 

on global challenges.  



Initiatives we have put into place at 

Holy Family School

• Healthy Schools Award/ Initiative

• Travel Plans and incentives

• Golden Boot Challenge



• Recycling of paper/ ink cartridges/ 

clothing

• School Council, working with our 

community

• Developing Grounds

• Improved Lighting, Energy Efficient 



• RE curriculum 

• Fair trade

• Peruvian Connection

• Comenius Project



Impact of Comenius

• Many of  the initiatives mentioned 

• Awareness

• Only two years, exchange of materials

• Impacted on curriculum

• Appreciation of world- wide impacts 

• How we lag behind



Conclusion

If I were Prime Minister…

“I would try and make a different kind of fuel that was good for the 
world. I would make people share cars more. I would make an eco-
adventure park where people could have fun and learn stuff.”   (Age 
5- 8)

“Car would not be permitted for distances under half a mile, which 
would reduce global warming and would give people more exercise.
People would have to pay taxes for every bag of rubbish they throw 
to landfill.”   (Age 9- 11)

“Teach Fair Trade in schools.”   (Age 12- 14)

“Windmills instead of pylons.”   (Age 9- 11)

“Sort the energy crisis NOW, sort the water crisis NOW and promote 
more eco- friendly ways to make our world better.”  (Age 15- 19)



Has Comenius Worked?

Reflect on a visit in Barcelona

• Children more responsive

• 22nd Century

• Drip drip effect

• Change attitudes and behaviour 


