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What do you think?





292,000 – 365,000 Students

Roughly 4-5% of the population

7.3m students in Italy

At least 1 student per class



But why do we care?

“La scuola italiana sviluppa la propria azione educativa in coerenza con “La scuola italiana sviluppa la propria azione educativa in coerenza con 

i principi dell’inclusione delle persone e dell’integrazione delle culture, 

considerando l’accoglienza della diversità un valore irrinunciabile”. 





Education is not selective

1. studenti con disturbi specifici dell’apprendimento 

�Linee guida per il diritto allo studio degli alunni e degli 

studenti con disturbi specifici di apprendimento (2011, 

decreto applicativo della legge 8 ottobre 2010 n. 170)

2. studenti di origine straniera

�La via italiana per la scuola interculturale e l’integrazione 

degli alunni stranieri (2007)

3. studenti con bisogni educativi speciali

�Linee guida per l’integrazione scolastica degli alunni con 

disabilità (2009)



Education is not selective

Inclusion

Not only differentiation by activity but above all integration as much as

possible.

Personalisation

No generalisation: whether SLD, foreign or with cognitive difficulty

each has different issues which require methods and materials of 

various types



Managing Dyslexia in Class

Specific Issues in English Teaching

� How can I teach a true “inclusive” lesson?

� Which activites are best suited?

� Which activities can create difficulties? 

� How can I adapt material to work for all students?

� An example lesson plan



Where the teacher starts

� Observation evaluate the abilities within the global 

learning picture where problems are occuring: reading, 

writing, calculation

� Comunicate open dialogue with the family if issues 

persist despite additional support

� Advise indicate specialists
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Where the Teacher starts

English, French

Opaque: little correlation between pronunciation and spelling 

increased learning obstacles



Inclusion/Personalisation

� The hours are few and it is impossible to follow all of my students

� With all the problems in the class does this mean preparing a 

different lesson for each student? And with what material??

� And while I follow one student what are the others doing?

What is viable What is viable 

for an LD student 

is equally 

valid for everyone



How is INCLUSION incorporated into my lesson plan?

Digital interaction

In Class 

At home



The classroom

15



What to use

16



What not to use?



What not to use and What to adapt



� Learning objectives are the same for all of the class

� Assessment coherent with student’s PLP.

Assessment

Assess abilities, knowledge and skills under correct 

criteria and mode



• Personalise

• Common ground – adapt single activities

• Production – evaluate communication objectives not ERRORS

Assessment

• Production – evaluate communication objectives not ERRORS

• Additional time allowance

• Allow reasonable aid – verb tables, word lists, digital dictionary



Assessment

Standard test sheet:



Assessment

Same test 

adapted for 

Dyslexia



Example Lesson for DSA 

• Lesson Objectives:

○ Pronunciation “R” “S” “ES” 

○ Lexical Group – Physical

Description

• Tools to use

○ LIMBook 

○ Flashcards

○ VideoDescription

○ Inferred Language “have got”

Programme:

○ Unit 4 Brilliant Results

○ Pages 52/53/59 SBK

○ MyEnglishLab unit 4

○ Video

○ Phonetic chart

○ IWB

○ MyEnglishLab

Presentation Title runs here  l  00/00/0023



Example Lesson Part 1
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Example Lesson Part 2
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Example Lesson Part 3
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Homework

Inclusion + personalisation (at home ) =
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Homework

“Blended or online learning matches learning styles, therefore stimulating

natural learning abilities which specifically aid LD students in self study…” 
(www.simplydigi.com/blog/2011/06/23/blended-learning-with-a-learning-management-system)

“It provides the basis for continual assessment in LD learners which is vital in 

understanding and adapting course material to aid LD learners reach year

end objectives successfully…” (family Centre on Technology and Disablity, 12/2010)
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Homework

• COURSE SPECIFIC

• STRUCTURED BUT ENABLES PERSONALISATION

• OPPORTUNITY FOR REVISION REPETITION AND EXCELLENCE

• INCLUSION

• CLEAR COMPLETE DIAGNOSTIC FEEDBACK FOR THE TEACHER
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MyEnglishLab
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MyEnglishLab

They assign
homework

The teacher explains
in class
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The student does
homework

The teacher checks
homework and 
student progress

personalisation



Homework
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Homework
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conclusions

• INCLUSION

• PERSONALISATION

• DIGITAL RESOURCES• DIGITAL RESOURCES

• CLASSWORK & HOMEWORK
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Additional Resources
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Contact details

Additional information available on our website

Including an interview and downloadable

materials by Prof.essa Paola Fantoni
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