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How am | qualified to talk about Invalsi?

| taught for 15 years in England.
* All exams, in any subjects, are standardised, like Invalsi.

* In Languages (and other subjects) GCSE and A-Level (AS+A2) are the standard
exams used to evaluate students in the last three years of their studies.

e | am not from Invalsi.
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Invalsi and A-level.
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Similarities and differences.

Edexcel graphics are even more similar.

* The reason behind a standardised exam is to have a level playing field, where
all students are taught the same content for the same exam and can be
evaluated equally on the same material.

e Extra time is also granted to SEN students, although issues here!

* The differences lie in the absence of consideration for the background of the
student in the UK.

* No Family questionnaire, no knowledge of background. Students are given a
target grade in Year 12 (roughly 4 superiore) and have to hit it.
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Ideal situations for success.

Implemented schaol

policies

*  curriculurn content

o monitoring &
evaluation

» cooperadon

«  parental invelvement

* achievement
origntation

»  distiplinary mles

«  admissicn policizs

Teacher characteristies

Profesional bnwledge

»  comient knowledge

. pedagogical
knowledgs

« insight in student
leamming

+ pedagogical contént
knowisdze

Professional mativetion

»  work satisfaction

o locus of control

*  expectations on
stydents’ performance:

Freferred reaching skiils

*  direct teaching

® “comstructivist”

teaching

ADVANCING

LEARNING

Classroom ecology and climate

classroom COmposition

aspects of climate (achievament
orientation, disciplingry rules,
support, ethos)

class size

match of teachers and ¢lasses

h

Pro-active, interactive and retro-ective aspects of teaching

pro-active

- ppportunity to learn

- adequate: Jearning
tasks

- technojogy
enriched leaming
environment

Irteractive retro-active

- classroom mansgement - prOgress

- active teaching monitoring

- challenging presentation - adaptive testing

- flexibility in siracture - instramenial
and independence faadback

- flexible grouping

- emacting high sxpectalions

- gafe climate

Educational Effectiveness and Ineffectiveness by Jaap Scheerens.

Springer.

p;;;%;;j
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Ideal situations for success.

Teacher Classroom ecology and ¢li i
5 Zy climate Teaching processes
characteristics
Professional = Class size Pro-active strategies
imowledge = Classroom composition — Opportunity to learn
— Content (average and heterogeneity) — Selection and design of adequats
h-giedgew -~ Maich ofofmhm and classes | leaming tasks
- gogi — Aspects of classroom climate, | — Technolosy-enriched learning
knuu.:ledg? achievement orientation, enﬁ.r‘oum:g
= Insight in discipline, support, ethos Interactive stragegies
student le1amiug - Teacher expectations on — Classtoom management aimed at
— Professional students” achievernent optimizing active leaming time and
content opportunity o learn
know]ac_igc - Optimizing strueture and
Mfﬁmul independence in teaching
mativation — Learning to use learning strategiss
- Work ~ Allowing for manageable
satisfaction adapivity in teaching
— Locus of ~ Active teaching, diversity in
comirol preparation formats
Prgfgmgd — A challenging presentation;
wm:‘kmg siyles cognitive activation;
- Dr.:oct - Enacting high expectations
teaching Retrg-active strategies
- _ Settin L -
“Constructvist” standa:dgs realisic motivating
tzaching ~ Progress monitoring and
dssessment
— Adaptive testing

= Instrumential feedback
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So, how can we teach for the Invalsi and use other
standard exams to help preparing for it?

Just preparing for exam does not develop language skills. Do not do exam pratice
all the time. Some of course, if possible embedding language practice.

* Do somethingcreative using what the exam requires studentsto do.

* |f Students have already prepared for the Preliminary for School or the FCE,
they will have an advantage, albeit times being a bit different for R and L.

* Practice for the exam.
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So, how can we teach for the Invalsi and use other
standard exams to help preparing for it?

First, we need the inform students of its structure:

* For both Land R, 2 exercises at B1 level and 3 at B2.
* 35to 40 answers to be given, NOT questions!

* 60 minutes per paper (extra 15 for SEN).

e Timingis really important and students need to be trained on this as well. As
one gets closer to the exam, mock papers should be done in exam condition.
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Ideal situations for success.

In order to help us teachers and our students to succeed in any kind of
examinations, but in particular in a standardised one, the right CHALLENGE
needs to be applied according to students’ standards.

These are connected to teachers’, and more often to organisations’,
expectations.

Educational Effectiveness and Ineffectiveness by Jaap Scheerens.

Springer.
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Standardised exams: how can we personalise their
prep?

No matter what exam boards, examiners, writers, publishers tell us, hardly any of
the content of the exam feels close to students’ realities.

We can try and make exercises to prepare for the exam a bit more relevant by
getting students to work on texts which allow them to think about their:

* Ideas

* Personal and daily lives

* Traditions

* Theirstudies and exam strategies

* Research
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| weald like a lift to the Mirkam & loa by do ke the slaim o o party.

| party? Mum said we
could esll on you on
tha way thera and take
you. Be ready &t G pm.

C  Erittnasy med bas mium an godng 10 Gekio Midam ko the pany.

| Brittnay.
a A The principal may alkes the uss of callphonmes al schaol
ﬁ B i an bring wour phane inln cass sven § your principal is mot iold,
The use of CELLPHONES € The principsal aherys kois you being yoir phoes inln dnas

{calling, tecting, making video
recordinge} i not allowed
without pemission from the

principal,

= e A
On Faday some trands o noming
oo for R nigh o oolabioia My
el on, Wiz il iry s I fser
you bef Fpou think e
mitsic ks o koud, just s
Erck on e door and ’

‘.Imﬂdnu'.lmﬁhl:d\ ! ‘J

B

Jack |s hosting a party and his noighbours are welcome o anend.

i e akkid e nakhisaurs nal K complain aboul the leud mosc,

(1]

I the resighbours complain, Jack wil lower the volume of the music.

All products A e wean| gel e dizcount of mone than 804,

ON SALE I o By evsarything, you will gat @ disceunt.

L)

it wll i ey an hal of e products on ealks
Everything must 0!

Save up to 50 %o

o must call @ phana numban 10 wall T welaia molika money.om

o

w“dﬂ‘.ﬂﬂ‘t’hﬂm:ﬂmh B You can goaning o put mons money in your scooun

| maney i your acceunt. :

| To topup, go ta C ¥our phon@ Can only ba recharged i you Newe & cre! cand
mebilatnanay. com or call

A445685012,
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B1 Preliminary and Invalsi

How can we embed this kind of expressions, verbs, items of vocabulary in
a lesson?

» Ask students to prepare a sentence for each of them, put them together
in a ,bank” and share them with the rest of the class to be translated.

» Ask students to find synonims for those expressions AND opposites
(very useful in the rest of the exam).

« Turn the exercise in a gap fill for a future lesson to check that they have
acquired their meaning and can remember it.



4 | macmillan MONDADORI ADVANCING
e education AXEDSA’I'[O,\' LEARNING

B1 Preliminary and Invalsi

n'm:i..;n-.n'm Ridij Hisrburt b donae? | ol.'.lhm {bea oid Bob get up?
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What are the issues with this kind of listening practice?

« Students tend to choose the first option that they hear or recognise.

* Most of the time two, or even all three, of the items in the picture, are
mentioned.

« Students do not read the question properly or misinterpret it.

What can we do to help students then?

« Technique!

« Teach them opposites and synonims.

« Teach them negative structures and how to express possibility.
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Evonts presented Headlines

6 o A Holidays n Spain,
B8 Enhancng human security and ending amed conllicts m Latn Amernca

' C -Bcost your appenite.

s D Epkomic n Scutheost Asla. l

s E Verwuueis's economic boom - -
F A happy ording

.'o - G Five offspring
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FCE and Invalsi : Gap-fills.

We can use texts from exams or, even better, take some of our own
choice.

« Ask pupils to work (in pairs or groups if suitable) on possible solution,
with no options.

« Ask pupils to consider the grammatical implications for the gap,
considering what comes before or after the gap itself.

« Are there any phrasal verbs, expressions built around prepositions?
» Go through the text using some options, translating!
« Similar approach can be used with «Sentence of two halves».
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The Sweetest Dream

How weary she was of all the problems, the bruised souls, the waifs and strays, how
delightful & would be to say, 'Right, yoau can look afler yourselwas for a bil, | am going
lo be i the thealre every evening and most of the day oo, (Here was ancther little cold
nudge: hawve you taken leave of your sanses? Yes, and she was loving svery minute.)

The top.of a tree stillin its sUMmMer 12af, buta bit ragged now, was glistaning: light from fwo
stapays up, from the old weman'a reome, had snatched it friom dark into lvely movement,
alrmost green: colourwas implied. Julia was in, then, Readmitiing her metherin-law — har
aw-mother-in-iaw - to her mind brought a famliar apprehension, because of the weight of
disapproval sifting down through the house to reach her, but there was something else
she had only recently become aware of. Julia had had te go o hosaltal, could have died,
ard Frances had to acknowladge at last how much she relied on her. Suppose there was.
no Julia, what would she do, what would they all do?

Meanwhile, everyone refermed to her as the old woman, she too untll recanlly. Not
Andrew, though. Ard sha had noticad thet Golin had begun o call her Julia. Tha: thres
raoms abeve hers, dver whers she stood now, befow Julia's, wers inhabited by Andrew
the elder son, and Colin the younger, har and Johnmy Lannox's sona.

Sho had three rooms, badroom and study and another, always needed for someone
staying the night, and she had heard Rose Trimble say, 'What doss she need three
roomea for, she's just selfish,'

Mo one said, Why does Julia nesd four rooms? Thie house was hers. This rac katy over-
full house, people coming and going, slesping on fioors, bringing friends whose names
she often did not know, had at ts top are alion zone, which was all order, where tha air
seemed gently mauve, scanted with violels, with cupboards halding decades-old hats
that had veils and rhinealones and flowsrs, and sults of & cut and materal not to be
bought arywihers now. Julia Lennox descended the stairs, walked down the sirest, har
back atralght, her hands i gloves — hera were diawers of tham — ware parfact shoes,
hats, coeats, in vialet or grey or mauve, and arcund her was an aura of {lawer assences.
“Where does sha get those clothes? Rose hed demanded before she had taken in that
trith farn the pasl, that clothes codild be kept for years, and not discarded a week after
biying them,

Balaw Francas's slica of the house was a sitting room that went fram back to front of the
Frneze [ The mnem was aet nsasd anoiab be et takine soch 8 hie slics oot af e
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FCE and Invalsi : Literary Text.

@ What is meant by ‘waifs and strays' at the beginning of the first paragraph?

A Orphans.

B Wives and husbands.
C Homeless animals.
D Casual guests.

@ What is the author lrying to get across in the first paragraph?
A Frances' desire for freadom Is impeded by her sansa of duty.
B Frances would look after everybody betler if she didn't have to be in the theatre.
C Frances' dream of becoming an acliess was coming true,
D Frances would love lo take leave of her senses every minute.

@ What Is the relationship between Frances.and Julia?

A Julia finds the relationship with her daughter-in-law a strain,

B Frances finds it difficult lo accept that she depends on her mother-in-law.
C If Julia had died, Frances wouldn't have had to look after hor any more.
D Frances finds it difficult to acknowledge thal her mother-in-law trusls her.

@ What image of the house does the author portray?

A The house is welcoming and people move in and out of it.
B Everyone lives on one foor.

C Tha tidy ground floor cantrasts with the top floor.

D s very quiet.
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FCE and Invalsi : Literary Text.
Can you prepare for them?

No!

....... or maybe YES!

« Common characteristics to be found in texts and type of questions.
« High level English

* |dioms

« Paragraph by paragraph

 Main ideas
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FCE and Invalsi : Listening multiple choice.

@ When did Christopher Walker become a photographer? @ How does Christopher Walker approach his subjects?
A When he got a letter from a traveliing doctor. A He seldom has a plan, he just lets things happen.
B After graduating, before embarking on a journey fo Latin America. B He wakes up late in the morning and patiently walts for the right shot.

€ During an internship in Latin America. C Things happen suddenly and hinder the freedom of expression.

D When his photos of a trip on social media were noticed by an agent. . .
D He plans his shoots carefully and goes to his usual spot in the forest.

@ What are the core elemenis that make a photo powerful?

- €D What tips does Christopher Walker give to aspiring photographers?
A Emotions, design and composition.

B Distance, light and development. A Forge ahead and work every single day.
C Composition, light, design and emotions. B Always do your best and wait for inspiration.
D Light, deslgn and emotions. C Don't take photos every day, wait for something interesting to happen.

D WWait for unique moments to happen and take advantage of them.
@ What was Walker's first picture of?

A His granddad riding a reindeer.

B A deer drinking water.

C A mountain peak.

D His granddad taking photos of a deer.



g4 macmilan & MONDADORI
education EDUCATION

ADVANCING
LEARNING

FCE and Invalsi : Listening multiple choice.
Listening is a skill that needs training.

The exam tests listening skills, but in typical ,standard exam® style, tries
and tricks students.

Multiple choices are sometimes very similar, or written to confuse students
on purpose.

What can we do?
The Devil is in the detail!
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FCE and Invalsi : Who says what?

A kid ahead of time

The schoal prom

It was not worth it

She added insult to injury

A tech-centric prank

QMm@ | O 0|k

Cramped handwriting

Rastore trust in education

36 Speaker 1 i

37 Speaker 2.

38 Speaker 3 i

39 Speakerd

40 Speaker5 ...

ADVANCING

LEARNING
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FCE and Invalsi : Who says what?

Trick or treat?
Students hear a word that sounds the same or similar and they tick!

Can we guess before? Can we work on an exercise? Yes, but no
guarantee!

Paraphrasing.
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Take each sentence and get pupils to say what each sentence means and
to write or say synonymous sentences.

Another option is to let each student pick a sentence (or have it given by
teacher) do the above and then say it to the class who have to guess
which one it is

Vital for listening as the script won’t be exactly the same as the sentences.
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Conclusion

Scared?
Worried?
Confident?
Any questions?



