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Today’s aims

� Raise awareness of choice of exam formats available and 
reasons for more choice

� KET/PET

� TKT modules - CLIL

� Raise awareness of factors to consider when making a 
choice
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KEY message

� POSITIVE IMPACT!
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Cambridge exams in Bergamo

The British Council runs exams for over 1,500 

candidates every year in Bergamo

Pass rates 

� KET 82%

� PET 85%

� FCE 81%



7

Fees and dates
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Your experience of preparing 

students for Cambridge exams?

Positive effects?

Benefits?
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Why do external tests?

�Give you and your students a clear objective

� An instrument to compare with the outside world 

� benchmark, CEF

� Develop all 4 skills equally

� Credits for Italian and foreign universities 

�An international certificate to put on

curriculum vitae
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Your experience of preparing 

students for Cambridge exams? 

� Negative effects?

� Anything you’d like to change?
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What exams are available? When?
Scuola 

Elementare

Scuola 

media

Scuola 

Superiore

University

Starters  A1

Movers   A1

(Movers A1) 

(Flyers A2)  

KET   A2

KET for   

Schools A2

PET for 

schools B1

PET B1

FCE B2

CAE C1

BEC 

Preliminary

BEC Vantage

PET B1

FCE B2

CAE C1

BEC B1B2C1

ILEC B2 C1

IELTS 
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Why the new tests?

� Feedback from teachers and candidates in other 
countries

� Make tests reflect age of candidates

� Help candidates show what they can do in their 
own contexts
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Major features of KET & PET tests
Exam Four skills Number of 

papers

Sessions 

per year

CEF level Age range

KET Yes 3 6 A2 15 +

KET for 

schools

Yes 3 6 A2 11 - 14

PET Yes 3 6 B1 15 +

PET for 

schools

Yes 3 6 B1 11 -14
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Typical content – KET for schools



15

Typical content – KET for schools

Reading & Writing pt 8
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Typical content – KET for schools
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Typical content – PET for schools
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Typical content – PET for schools
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Typical content – PET for schools
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Practical information

� From March 2009 (6 fixed date sessions), to run 

alongside current KET and PET (but on different 

days)

� CB KET and PET for Schools from 2010

� Current KET and PET to gradually become 

focused more on 15+ topics
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This year’s sessions

� Friday, 13 March 2009 

� Saturday, 16 May 2009 

� Saturday, 30 May 2009 

� Wednesday, 10 June 2009 

� Friday, 20 November 2009 

� Saturday, 5 December 2009 
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New improved certification
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Results Grades

� Pass with Merit >>>> Certificate

� Pass >>>> Certificate

Narrow Fail

Fail
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From March 2009

� Pass with Merit >>>> Certificate

� Pass >>>> Certificate

Narrow Fail     >>>> Certificate = CEF level

Fail
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Change in certification

� PET     Narrow Fail   Certificate indicating A2

� KET     Narrow Fail   Certificate indicating A1
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How do I prepare?

NEW Support materials

� handbooks for Teachers published & on website

� audio downloadable from website

� sample papers on website
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FAQs

� Are the ‘for schools’ tests easier?

� Can a 16 year old take the for schools test?

� Can a 14 year old do the traditional test?

� Will the British Council continue to run 
lCambridge exams in Bergamo?
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TKT New Modules – CLIL & KAL
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TKT -Teaching Knowledge Test

Module 1

Language and background to 

language learning and teaching

Module 2

Lesson planning and use of resources 

for language teaching

Module 3

Managing the teaching and learning 

process
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What is CLIL?

Content 

and 

Language 

Integrated 

Learning

‘An approach in 

which a foreign 

language is used as 

a tool in the 

learning of a non-

language subject in 

which both 

language and the 

subject have a joint 

role’

(Marsh in Coyle: 2006:1)
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General contents of TKT CLIL

Part 1

� Knowledge of CLIL and principles of CLIL

Part 2

� Lesson preparation

� Teaching strategies

� Assessment
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Find out more

www.onestopclil.com
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TKT KAL

� tests a candidate’s knowledge of the language 
systems needed by teachers for planning and 
teaching their lessons: grammar, lexis, phonolgy 
& discourse

� suitable for pre or in service teachers from all 
sectors of education: primary, secondary and 
tertiary

� no formal entry requirements but candidates 
advised to have at least B2 
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Summary

� KET & PET for schools widens choice and helps 
to improve motivation through candidate oriented 
content

� Exactly the same level as original KET and PET 
(A2,B1)

� Wider choice of dates is positive

� Exam preparation does not significantly change

� New TKT modules available – CLIL and KAL
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Further information

www.CambridgeESOL.orgwww.CambridgeESOL.org
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www.britishcouncil.it

� www.cambridgeesol/teach

� www.teachingenglish.org.uk

� www.britishcouncil.org/kids

� www.britishcouncil.org/parents

� esami.milano@britishcouncil.it


