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I share my name with 

this man.

My Dad thought is was My Dad thought is was 

a good idea!





Nottingham





Make the Connection



Nothing But Love World Tour 2010Nothing But Love World Tour 2010Nothing But Love World Tour 2010Nothing But Love World Tour 2010

Whitney Houston

Wednesday 14 April 2010 Wednesday 14 April 2010 Wednesday 14 April 2010 Wednesday 14 April 2010 

Trent FM Arena NottinghamTrent FM Arena NottinghamTrent FM Arena NottinghamTrent FM Arena Nottingham

National Ice CentreNational Ice CentreNational Ice CentreNational Ice Centre

NottinghamNottinghamNottinghamNottingham NG1 1LANG1 1LANG1 1LANG1 1LA
United KingdomUnited KingdomUnited KingdomUnited Kingdom



INTERTEXTUALITY?

The text interacts with

– us, the readers

– other ‘texts’, images, songs, films 

– other school subjects, time and place to history 
and geography



Have you ever started a book and 

not finished it?



What might stop children reading?

• They don’t have enough

vocabulary.vocabulary.

• They don’t have enough 

background information. 

• They cannot find a 

connection with their 

everyday lives, 

experiences and interests.



“A man ought to read just as 

inclination leads him; for what he 

reads as a task will do him little 

good.”good.”

Samuel Johnson



Getting Started with...

• Covers and Characters• Covers and Characters

• Every picture tells a story

• What do you know?



Covers and Characters



Every picture tells a story





What do you know about...

Who went down a rabbit hole?

On which ship was there a mutiny?On which ship was there a mutiny?

How many lands did Gulliver visit?

Who was Frankenstein?



What students want:

• Entertaining lessons

• Knowledgeable and 

enthusiastic teachers

• Something they can 

relate to







POPULAR CULTURE

Twilight/Buffy

BIOLOGY AND NATURE

Wolves and Vampire Bats

CONTEMPORARY 

LITERATURE

Anne Rice / Stephanie 

Meyer

HISTORY AND CULTURE

Victorian London
DRACULA

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Blood transfusion

LITERATURE

Gothic Literature

SCIENCE AND HISTORY

Epidemics

HISTORY AND 

GEOGRAPHY

Austrian army







CONNECTIONS

HISTORY LITERATURE PEOPLE

GEOGRAPHY SHERLOCK

HOLMES

FILM

ART POPULAR

CULTURE

MUSIC



As before...

• Around the world in 80 

days

• Gulliver’s Travels

• Frankenstein

• Greek Mythology

• The Atlantic Slave 

Trade

• Wolves

• Romantic 
• Frankenstein

• Robinson Crusoe

• Jason and the 

Argonauts

• Dracula

• The Woman in White

• Romantic 

Landscapes

• Victorian Asylums

• Utopia and 

Dystopia

• India



http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/multimedia/dickens/





Lexical Links
Characters and Literature

The Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow

Mutiny on the Bounty

Musical Instruments

Technology and Gadgets

School Rules/Punishment

Appearance/Describing Mutiny on the Bounty

Jane Eyre

Tristan and Isolde

Robinson Crusoe

Curing a Cold

Appearance/Describing 

people

Food/Recipes

Illnesses and Injuries

Houses/Furniture





Recycling Words and Ideas







Reading Myths

• Reading is linear

• True reading is word-for-word

• Reading is a laborious task which takes a • Reading is a laborious task which takes a 

long time

• All parts of the book are of equal value

• Reading faster will reduce retention



Benefits for the teachers:

Reduce preparation time

Give freedom and flexibility in preparing the materials..Give freedom and flexibility in preparing the materials..

Reinvigorate teachers who see how their students are 

enthusiastic and motivated.

The possibilities given by the new technology motivate 

teachers to try out new approaches and inspire them to 

innovate their teaching.



Benefits for the students:

Get students communicating and interacting

Suit a variety of learning styles

Motivate and engage students

Increase attention span and improve focus

Facilitate knowledge retention





• What we want to see is the 

child in pursuit of 

knowledge, and not 

knowledge in pursuit of the knowledge in pursuit of the 

child.”

(GEORGE BERNARD SHAW)

karl.matthews@blackcat-cideb.com


